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General marking principles for National 5 Italian Reading 
 
This information is provided to help you understand the general principles you must apply when 
marking candidate responses to questions in this paper. These principles must be read in 
conjunction with the detailed marking instructions, which identify the key features required in 
candidate responses. 
 
(a) Marks for each candidate response must always be assigned in line with these general 

marking principles and the detailed marking instructions for this assessment. 
 
(b) Marking should always be positive. This means that, for each candidate response, marks 

are accumulated for the demonstration of relevant skills, knowledge and understanding: 
they are not deducted from a maximum on the basis of errors or omissions. 

 
(c) If a specific candidate response does not seem to be covered by either the principles or 

detailed marking instructions, and you are uncertain how to assess it, you must seek 
guidance from your team leader. 

 
(d) Award a mark to each answer. Marks are not transferable between questions. 

 
(e) For questions that ask candidates to ‘state’ or ‘give’, candidates must give a brief, 

accurate response/name. 
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Marking instructions for each question 
 

 

Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

1.  (a)  • wake up earlier/wake up early 1 Get up/set the alarm/quicker 

 (b) (i) • do not wait until the last week to do your (home)work/wait a 
week before school starts to do your homework 

1 Last minute 

  (ii) • leave it to the last minute/moment 

• you have to do it in a rush/hurry/quickly 

2 Finish it at the last minute 

 (c) (i) • to organise a study morning with your friend(s) 1  

 
 

(ii) • go to the beach/seaside to get some sun/to sunbathe/get a 
tan/take the sun 

• go to the countryside for a bike ride/to cycle/with bikes 

2 When it’s sunny 

 (d)  • (remember) to go to the stationery/book shop/shop to get 
everything you need/get stationery/get the necessary things for 
school/the essentials 

• tidy your bedroom/clean your bedroom 

2 Pack stationery 
 
Organise your bedroom/Arrange your bedroom 

 (e)  • organise/pack your bag/rucksack 

• iron your clothes/uniform 

• get in contact with your friends/classmates 
 
Any 1 from 3 

1  
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

2.  (a)  • every year 1 Once a year 

 (b) 
 

• a typical local product/food/produce 1  

 (c) 
 

• in the street/on the road 

• standing up/on foot 

• amongst/between the stalls/benches 

• among/between lights 

• accompanied by regional/local music 
 
Any 2 from 5 

2  

 (d)  • they can go to a different Sagra/festival every week/weekend 

• going from place to place/town to town/village to village/city to 
city/by visiting different villages/places 

2 Country to country 

 (e) (i) • first Sunday in October 1  

 
 

(ii) • celebrates the Feast/festival/day of Our Lady/(the) 
Madonna/Mary 

1 Party 
Not the singer 
Birthday of Madonna 

 
 

(iii) • the fountain spurts/delivers/squirts/gushes wine (instead of 
water)/instead of water it’s wine 

• everyone/you can drink/for nothing/without paying/for free 

2  
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

3.  (a)  • the world is always/constantly changing/changes/keeps 
changing all the time 

1 Often/every day 

 (b) 
 

• people who are motivated/motivation 

• people who can learn quick(ly)/fast learners 

• people who want/willing to learn new things/skills 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2 Can motivate others 
understands 

 (c) 
 

• to be able to (re)solve problems 

• to always stay positive 

• don’t cause problems/issues 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2 Try to solve problems 

 (d)  • it is necessary to know how to express yourself clearly/in a clear 
way 

• it is necessary to work well/good in a team/group 

• it is necessary to maintain good relationships (with everyone) 
 
Any 2 from 3 

2 Express your feelings 
 
Other people 

 (e)  • enthusiasm for life 

• (ability to remain) calm in a crisis/when there’s a problem/in 
every situation 

 
Any 1 from 2 

1 In/through/about life 

 (f)  • to be in a good mood as often/much as possible 

• to be always ready/able to help to help your colleagues 
 
Any 1 from 2 

1 Good humour 
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Question Expected response(s) 
Max 
mark 

Additional guidance 

     Do not accept: 

 (g)  • to be confident/have confidence about/in yourself/self-
confidence 

• to know your strengths and weaknesses 
 
Any 1 from 2 

1  
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