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1 Introduction 
This specification sets out the content and assessment details for our Advanced 
Subsidiary (AS) and Advanced GCE courses in History. First teaching is from 
September 2016. 
 
Students can take: 

 
 

 
We assess the AS units at a standard appropriate for students who have completed 
the first part of the full course. A2 units have an element of synoptic assessment    
(to assess students’ understanding of the subject as a whole), as well as more 
emphasis on assessment objectives that reflect higher order thinking skills. 
 
The full Advanced GCE award is based on students’ marks from the AS (40 percent) 
and the A2 (60 percent). The guided learning hours for this specification, as for all 
GCEs, are: 

 
 

 
We will make the first AS awards for the specification in 2017 and the first A level 
awards in 2018. The specification builds on the broad objectives of the Northern 
Ireland Curriculum. 
 
If there are any major changes to this specification, we will notify centres in writing. 
The online version of the specification will always be the most up to date; to view 
and download this please go to www.ccea.org.uk 
 
  

http://www.ccea.org.uk/
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1.1 Aims 
This specification aims to encourage students to: 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
1.2 Key features 
The following are important features of this specification.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
1.3 Prior attainment 
Students do not need to have reached a particular level of attainment before 
beginning to study this specification. However, the specification builds on some of 
the knowledge, understanding and skills developed in GCSE History. 
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1.4 Classification codes and subject combinations 
Every specification has a national classification code that indicates its subject area. 
The classification code for this qualification is 4010. 
 
Please note that if a student takes two qualifications with the same classification 
code, universities and colleges to which they apply may take the view that they have 
achieved only one of the two GCEs. The same may occur with any two GCE 
qualifications that have a significant overlap in content, even if the classification 
codes are different. Because of this, students who have any doubts about their 
subject combinations should check with the universities and colleges that they would 
like to attend before beginning their studies. 
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2 Specification at a Glance 
The table below summarises the structure of the AS and A level courses: 

Content 
 

Assessment 
 

Weightings 
 

AS 1:  
Historical 
Investigations and 
Interpretations 

External written examination 
 
1 hour 30 mins 
 
Students answer a short response 
question and a two-part source 
question. 

50% of AS 
 
20% of A level 

AS 2:  
Historical Conflict 
and Change  

External written examination  
 
1 hour 30 mins 
 
Students answer two questions from a 
choice of three. Each question has two 
parts, a short response and an extended 
essay.  

50% of AS 
 
20% of A level 

A2 1:  
Change Over Time  

External written examination 
 
1 hour 15 minutes 
 
Students answer a synoptic essay 
question. 

20% of A level 

A2 2:  
Historical 
Investigations and 
Interpretations 

External written examination 
 
2 hours 30 mins 
 
Students answer three questions; 
two are source based and one is an 
extended essay. 

40% of A level 
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3 Subject Content 
We have divided this course into four units: two units at AS level and two units at A2. 
This section sets out the content and elaboration for each unit. Students choose one 
option from each of the four units.  
 
Students who choose Unit AS 2 Option 3: Ireland 1823–67 must not choose Unit A2 1 
Option 2: Ireland Under the Union 1800–1900.  
 
Summary of available options 
Unit AS 1   Historical Investigations and Interpretations 
Option 1:   England 1509–58 
Option 2:   England 1603–49 
Option 3:   Britain in the Age of Reform 1830–80 
Option 4:   Italy and Germany 1815–71 
Option 5:   Germany 1919–45 
 
Unit AS 2    Historical Conflict and Change  
Option 1:   Spain and Europe 1556–98  
Option 2:   The Ascendancy of France in Europe 1660–1714 
Option 3:  Ireland 1823–67 
Option 4:   France 1815–70 
Option 5:   Russia 1914–41 
Option 6:   Italy’s Quest for Great Power Status 1871–1943 
 
Unit A2 1    Change Over Time 
Option 1:   Crown and Parliament in England 1625–1714 
Option 2:   Ireland Under the Union 1800–1900 
Option 3:   The Causes and Consequences of Great Power Conflict 1848–1945 
Option 4:   The American Presidency 1901–2000 
Option 5:   Clash of Ideologies in Europe 1900–2000 
 
Unit A2 2    Historical Investigations and Interpretations 
Option 1:   England 1558–1603 
Option 2:   Ireland 1685–1714 
Option 3:   Ireland 1778–1803 
Option 4:   Partition of Ireland 1900–25 
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3.1 Unit AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations 

AS 1 Option 1: England 1509–58  
In this option, students focus on the rule of English monarchs between 1509 and 
1558, including the rule of Henry VIII. Students focus on the problems caused by the 
King’s attempts to divorce Catherine of Aragon, which in turn leads to the break with 
Rome and the beginning of the English Reformation. Students examine further 
religious reforms in the reigns of Edward VI and Mary I, evaluating the impact of 
religious change on government and society. They also assess the changing face of 
government during this period, as well as economic and social problems.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes short 
response questions, source work and a source-based question on interpretations. 
For more details, see Section 6.  
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2  
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

Content  Elaboration of Content 
 

Religious belief 
and practice in 
England on the 
eve of the 
Reformation 

 

• Criticism of the Church expressed in anti-clericalism and 
anti-papalism, the growth of religious reformers and the 
impact of Lutheranism in England 
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Content  Elaboration of Content 
 

Henry VIII and the 
divorce 

 

 

The English 
Reformation 

 

• Opposition to religious change, including the Holy Maid of 
Kent, Observant Franciscans, Carthusians, John Fisher and 
Thomas More 

 
 

• The causes of the Pilgrimage of Grace, its results and 
significance 

Political 
developments 
1547–58 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Religious 
developments 
1547–58 
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Content  Elaboration of Content 
 

Religious 
developments 
1547–58 (cont.) 

 

Economic and 
social problems of 
the period 
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AS 1 Option 2: England 1603–49  
In this option, students focus on the reigns of James I and Charles I. This period of 
English history witnessed enormous political, economic and social changes, which 
erupted in Civil War in 1642. Students investigate the origins of this conflict by 
analysing the problems faced by James I and Charles I and by evaluating the impact 
of their financial, foreign and religious policies. Students also study the reasons for 
Parliament’s victory in the Civil War and the political revolution that followed it.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes short 
response questions, source work and a source-based question on interpretations. 
For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2  
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

Content 
  

Elaboration of Content 

James I 1603–25 
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Content 
  

Elaboration of Content 

James I 1603–25 
(cont.) 

 

 

 

Charles I 1625-40 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Civil War 1642–46  

 

 

Revolution  
1646–49 
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Content 
  

Elaboration of Content 

Revolution  
1646–49 (cont.) 
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AS 1 Option 3: Britain in the Age of Reform 1830–80 
In this option, students focus on a period of significant political, economic and social 
reform in Britain between 1830 and 1880. Students chart the emergence of the 
modern Conservative and Liberal parties and analyse the part played in that process 
by the great political figures of the age: Peel, Disraeli and Gladstone. The core theme 
of this option is reform, highlighted by the Reform Acts of 1832 and 1867, which set 
Britain on the road to full democracy. Students also examine the rise of the Chartist 
movement and the Anti-Corn Law League, as well as the reasons for their contrasting 
fortunes.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes short 
response questions, source work and a source-based question on interpretations. 
For more details, see Section 6.  
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2  
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Reform Crisis 
and the 
Parliamentary 
Reform Act  
1830–32 

 

 

 

The Whig Reforms 
under Grey and 
Melbourne  
1833–40  
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Whig Reforms 
under Grey and 
Melbourne  
1833–40 (cont.) 

 

The Chartists and 
the Anti-Corn Law 
League 1838–48 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Robert Peel and 
the creation of the 
modern 
Conservative Party 
1833–46 

 

 

 

 

Benjamin Disraeli 
and ‘Tory 
Democracy’  
1846–80 

 

 

 

William Gladstone 
and the creation of 
the Liberal Party 
1849–80 
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AS 1 Option 4: Italy and Germany 1815–71 
In this option, students focus on the unification of Italy and Germany between 1815 
and 1871. Students analyse the growth of liberalism, nationalism and cultural 
movements in the period 1815–48, concentrating, in particular, on the causes and 
reasons for the failure of the revolutions that broke out in Italy and Germany in 
1848. The main focus is on the unification process in both countries, students 
examine the contribution of individuals such as Bismarck and Cavour, economic 
developments and the favourable international situation.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes short 
response questions, source work and a source-based question on interpretations. 
For more details, see Section 6.  
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2  
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Germany  
1815–48 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

German  
unification  
1849–71 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

German 
unification  
1849–71 (cont.) 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Italy 1815–48  

 

 

Italian unification 
1849–70 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Italian unification 
1849–70 (cont.) 
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AS 1 Option 5: Germany 1919–45 
In this option, students examine the history of Germany between 1919 and 1945.  
In the first section, students focus on the Weimar Republic from 1919 to 1929. In the 
second section, students analyse the decline of the Weimar Republic and the rise of 
Hitler and the Nazi Party from 1929 to 1933. In the third section, students examine 
political, economic and social developments in Nazi Germany up to 1939. In the 
fourth section, students focus on the political, economic and social consequences of 
the war on Nazi Germany and the occupied territories in Eastern Europe by 1945.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes short 
response questions, source work and a source-based question on interpretations. 
For more details, see Section 6.  
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2  
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Weimar 
Republic 1919–29 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Weimar 
Republic 1919–29 
(cont.) 

 

The decline of the 
Weimar Republic 
1929–33 and the 
rise of the Nazis 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Developments in 
Nazi Germany 
1933–39 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The impact of the 
war on Nazi 
Germany and the 
occupied 
territories in 
Eastern Europe 
1939–45 
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3.2 Unit AS 2: Historical Conflict and Change  

AS 2 Option 1: Spain and Europe 1556–98 
In this option, students focus on Spain from 1556 to 1598. They analyse how Spain 
developed economically, socially and politically during the reign of Philip II. Students 
also assess how Philip II dealt with the internal problems he faced, such as his role as 
King, how Spain was governed and the weakness of the Spanish economy. Students 
focus on the changing relationship between Spain and Europe during this period, 
examining the contributions of individuals, religious factors and the changing 
situation in Europe.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Political control 
and authority 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Philip II and the 
economy 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Philip II and 
religion 

 

 
religious reforms, including the Inquisition, Tridentine 
Decrees and Jesuits 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Foreign policy of 
Philip II 

 
 
 

 
 

 
• Philip II’s relations with France, Portugal, the Netherlands 

and Turkey 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Foreign policy of 
Philip II (cont.) 

• Philip II’s relations with England under Mary I and   
Elizabeth I, including the sea dogs, Dutch Revolt, Treaty of 
Nonsuch, and the Armada and its aftermath 

 
• The extent to which Philip II achieved his aims in foreign 

policy by 1598 
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AS 2 Option 2: The Ascendancy of France in Europe 1660–1714 
In this option, students focus on the growing ascendancy of France under the rule of 
Louis XIV. Students analyse Louis’ successes in strengthening the power and position 
of France between 1660 and 1689 and the extent to which France’s actions caused 
the outbreak of the Nine Years’ War. They also explore how the Peace of Ryswick 
failed to resolve the tensions in Europe and how a second major conflict soon 
erupted. Students also cover how the War of the Spanish Succession saw the Grand 
Alliance, under the inspirational leadership of the Duke of Marlborough, outperform 
France and its allies and weaken the position of France.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The growing 
power of France 
between 1660 and 
1689 and the 
outbreak of the 
Nine Years’ War 

 

 

 

 

The Nine Years’ 
War 1688–97 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Nine Years’ 
War 1688–97 
(cont.) 

 

 

 
 

The problem of 
the Spanish 
Succession  
1697–1702 

 

 

 

 

The War of the 
Spanish 
Succession 
1702–14 
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AS 2 Option 3: Ireland 1823–67 
Students who choose this unit must not choose Unit A2 1 Option 2: Ireland Under 
the Union 1800–1900. 
 
In this option, students examine Ireland between 1823 and 1867. They contrast the 
success of Daniel O’Connell’s campaign for Catholic Emancipation with the failure of 
his attempt to repeal the Act of Union. Students analyse the reasons for the 
contrasting fortunes O’Connell experienced in these campaigns. They also examine 
the long-term and short-term causes and course of the Irish Famine, as well as its 
economic, social and political consequences up to 1867. They analyse the causes of 
and reasons for the failure of the Young Irelanders’ rebellion in 1848 and the Fenian 
Rising of 1867.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

O’Connell and 
Catholic 
Emancipation  
1823–34 

 

 

 

 

Reform, repeal 
and failure  
1835–47 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Reform, repeal 
and failure  
1835–47 (cont.) 

 

 

 

 

 

The causes, 
course and impact 
of the Irish 
Famine 1824–67  
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Fenian Rising 
of 1867 
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AS 2 Option 4: France 1815–70 
In this option, students focus on France’s attempts to find a stable and lasting regime 
in the wake of the turmoil of the Revolutionary and Napoleonic period. This includes 
the Bourbon restoration of Louis XVIII and Charles X, the ‘bourgeois monarchy’ of 
Louis Philippe, the Second Republic and why the Second Empire, headed by 
Napoleon III, failed to achieve permanence. Students examine why each of these 
regimes was established and evaluate the relative importance of the political, 
economic and social reasons for their failure to survive.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Bourbon 
monarchy  
1815–30 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The reign of Louis 
Philippe 1830–48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Second 
Republic 1848–52 

 

 

The Second 
Empire 1852–70 
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AS 2 Option 5: Russia 1914–41 
In the first part of this option, students focus on the causes of the Russian 
Revolutions of 1917. They analyse the reasons why the Tsarist regime collapsed in 
February 1917 and why the Bolsheviks were able to seize power in October 1917. 
Students then assess how the Bolsheviks consolidated their rule with their victory in 
the Civil War. Students also evaluate the aims and consequences of Lenin’s economic 
policies in the period 1917–24. The option concludes with a study of Stalinist Russia. 
Students focus on why Stalin emerged as Lenin’s successor by 1929, assess the aims 
and consequences of Stalin’s economic policies and analyse the most important 
features of Stalin’s dictatorship.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content Elaboration of Content 
 

The Revolutions of 
February and 
October 1917 
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Content Elaboration of Content 
 

Lenin’s Russia 
1917–24 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Stalin’s rise to 
power and 
dictatorship  
1924–41 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

The economy 
1924–41  
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Content Elaboration of Content 
 

The economy 
1924–41 (cont.) 
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AS 2 Option 6: Italy’s Quest for Great Power Status 1871–1943 
In this option, students focus on Italy’s relations with the wider world during a 
turbulent period in its history. They analyse how, between 1871 and 1922, a 
succession of Liberal governments used foreign policy to bolster Italy’s claim to 
Great Power status and create a sense of shared identity for Italians. Students 
explore how the failure of this strategy helps to explain the rise of Mussolini after 
1922. They also investigate how Mussolini’s bolder, more radical approach helped to 
create a sense of shared identity but ended in catastrophe and his removal from 
power in 1943.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes both short 
response and extended questions. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Italy’s quest for 
Great Power 
status 1871–1914 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The First World 
War and Peace 
Settlement  
1914–19 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The First World 
War and Peace 
Settlement  
1914–19 (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

The rise and 
consolidation of 
Fascism 
1919–26 

 

 

 

 

 

Mussolini’s 
foreign policy 
1922–43 
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3.3 Unit A2 1: Change Over Time  

A2 1 Option 1: Crown and Parliament in England 1625–1714 
In this option, students focus on the changing relationship between Crown and 
Parliament from 1625 to 1714. They analyse the growing power of Parliament and 
the extent to which the period saw the creation of a constitutional monarchy. 
Students also examine the impact of each reign and the pivotal events in the period 
as a whole. They explore the impact that key themes, such as finance, religion and 
foreign policy, had on relations between Crown and Parliament.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination. Students respond  
to a synoptic essay question analysing the period as a whole. For more details,  
see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The reign of  
Charles I 1625–49 

 

 

 

 

 

The reign of  
Charles II  
1660–85 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The reign of 
Charles II  
1660–85 (cont.) 

 

 

 

The reign of  
James II 1685–88 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

The reign of 
William III  
1688–1702 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The reign of Anne 
1702–14 
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A2 1 Option 2: Ireland Under the Union 1800–1900 
Students who choose this unit must not choose Unit AS 2 Option 3: Ireland 1823–67. 
 
In this option, students focus on Ireland and its relationship with Great Britain 
between the Act of Union of 1800 and the end of the nineteenth century. Students 
examine change and continuity in Ireland itself and in the nature of the relationship 
with the British government. The areas of content identified below should not be 
considered as entirely separate elements; students analyse and understand the 
connections between political, economic, social, cultural and religious themes.  
 
Students address the main developments in unionism and nationalism and key 
themes, such as the extent of success and failure for political movements and the 
relevant explanatory factors. They also assess the significance of turning points and 
key individuals, such as Edward Saunderson, Daniel O’Connell, Charles Stewart 
Parnell, Sir Robert Peel and William Ewart Gladstone.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination. Students respond  
to a synoptic essay question analysing the period as a whole. For more details,  
see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Support for the 
Union 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Support for the 
Union (cont.) 

 

 

 
 

 

Opposition to the 
Union 

 

Constitutional 
nationalism  
1800–1900 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Revolutionary 
nationalism  
1800–1900 
 

 

 

Cultural 
nationalism  
1800–1900 
 

 

 

The British 
government 
response to Irish 
nationalism 
 

 

 

 
 

The significance of 
social and 
economic issues  
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A2 1 Option 3: The Causes and Consequences of Great Power Conflict 
1848–1945 

In this option, students focus on the growing tension between the Great Powers of 
Europe in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, which was to culminate 
in the two cataclysmic World Wars of 1914–18 and 1939–45. They analyse how the 
emergence of a unified German state destabilised Europe and how competing 
imperial and economic interests and ambitions produced a system of armed 
alliances that ultimately brought Europe to war in 1914. Students also explore the 
First World War and the resulting Treaty of Versailles, coupled with the rise of Hitler, 
British appeasement and other factors, which set the stage for the even more 
devastating Second World War.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination. Students respond to a 
synoptic essay question analysing the period as a whole. For more details, see 
Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Legacy of political 
events in 
Germany  
1848–90 

 

 

 

The Eastern 
Question and 
Balkan 
nationalism 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Causes of the 
First World War 
1890–1914 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consequences of 
the First World 
War and causes 
of the Second 
World War 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Consequences of 
the First World 
War and causes 
of the Second 
World War (cont.) 

 

 

Consequences of 
the Second World 
War 
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A2 1 Option 4: The American Presidency 1901–2000 
In this option, students explore the changing nature of the American presidency 
between 1901 and 2000. Students examine how, starting from a position of 
apparent weakness at the start of the century, the institution was invigorated by the 
presidencies of the two Roosevelts and Woodrow Wilson in the context of the two 
World Wars and the Great Depression. They also investigate how presidential power 
was greatly increased in the nuclear age when the United States took on the role of 
leader of the Free World. Students examine how this trend was halted, if not 
reversed, by the experiences of Vietnam and Watergate, until the revival of 
presidential and indeed national prestige under Ronald Reagan. Students then 
explore how his immediate successors benefited to some extent from Reagan’s  
work of restoration.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination. Students respond  
to a synoptic essay question analysing the period as a whole. For more details,  
see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

An emerging 
international 
presence: 
Theodore 
Roosevelt and 
Woodrow 
Wilson, 1901–20 

 

 

 

The passive 
presidents: 
Harding, Coolidge 
and Hoover,  
1921–32  
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The New Deal: 
FDR, the Great 
Depression and 
World War II, 
1933–45 

 

 
 

 
 
 

The ‘Imperial 
Presidency’: 
Truman, 
Eisenhower and 
Kennedy,  
1945–63 

 

 

 

 
 

The limits of 
presidential 
power: Johnson 
and Nixon,  
1963–73 

 

 

 

 

Watergate: the 
presidency 
weakened – 
Nixon, Ford and 
Carter, 1972–80 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Watergate: the 
presidency 
weakened – 
Nixon, Ford and 
Carter, 1972–80 
(cont.) 

 

 

‘Morning in 
America’: 
recovery under 
Reagan, Bush and 
Clinton,  
1981–2000 
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A2 1 Option 5: Clash of Ideologies in Europe 1900–2000 
This option starts with a brief introduction to Tsarist foreign policy between 1900 
and 1917. Students then focus on the relationship between Communist Russia and 
neighbouring western governments in Europe from the October Revolution of 1917 
to the collapse of the USSR in 1991. Students examine the motives, aims and 
methods of governments in foreign affairs, focusing on factors that influenced their 
decisions and actions, including the role of ideology, pragmatism, economic 
considerations, aggression and defence. In studying Soviet foreign policy and that of 
rival governments, students analyse the themes of success and failure. They also 
study the role of key individuals and assess significant turning points.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination. Students respond  
to a synoptic essay question analysing the period as a whole. For more details,  
see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objective is generic and sets out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Russia and Europe 
1900–17 

 

Revolutionary 
Russia and 
opposition from 
western 
governments 
1917–33 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The struggle for 
survival 1933–45 

 

 

 

The search for 
security 1945–56 
 

 

 

 

Co-operation and 
coexistence  
1956–79 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Soviet aggression, 
decline and 
collapse 
1979–91 
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3.4 Unit A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations 

A2 2 Option 1: England 1558–1603 

In this option, students focus on the reign of Elizabeth I. They examine political, 
religious, economic and social developments in England between 1558 and 1603, as 
well as Elizabethan foreign policy. Students analyse the development of Elizabeth I’s 
relationship with her people during her reign. They also examine the monarch’s 
relations with her Parliaments and analyse Elizabeth I’s Church Settlement, as well as 
the response to it from her Catholic and Puritan subjects. Students study Elizabethan 
foreign policy and, in particular, England’s relations with France and Spain. They also 
examine the economic and social changes that took place during this period.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes source 
work, a source-based question on historical interpretations and an extended essay 
question. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2 
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted.  

Content  
 

Elaboration of Content 

Consolidation of 
power 
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Content Elaboration of Content 

Political 
developments 
1558–1603 

 

 

 

 

Religious 
developments  

 

 

 

 

 

Elizabethan 
foreign policy 

 

 

 

Economic and 
social 
developments 
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Content Elaboration of Content 

Economic and 
social 
developments 
(cont.) 
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A2 2 Option 2: Ireland 1685–1714 
In this option, students explore the impact on Ireland of the brief reign of James II 
and the resulting conflict between the Jacobites and Williamites. Students explore 
the Catholicising policies of the Earl of Tyrconnell that transformed the position of 
Catholics in Ireland between 1685 and 1688. They examine the tension between 
Protestants and Catholics, settler and native, that came to a head in 1689 in the 
Siege of Derry and was fought out on the bloody battlefields of the Boyne and 
Aughrim. Students also assess that the Treaty of Limerick may have concluded the 
conflict in Ireland but its terms were to be controversially adapted by the penal laws 
that helped to secure a Protestant ascendancy in Ireland.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes source 
work, a source-based question on historical interpretations and an extended essay 
question. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2 
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted.  

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Catholicising 
policies of  
James II in Ireland  
1685–89 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Catholicising 
policies of  
James II in 
England 1685–88 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The conflict in 
Ireland 1689–91 
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Content 
 

 Elaboration of Content 

The results of the 
conflict in Ireland 
1691–1714 
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A2 2 Option 3: Ireland 1778–1803 
In this option, students focus on Ireland in the last quarter of the eighteenth century 
and the first few years of the nineteenth. During this period, Ireland experienced 
dramatic political and constitutional reform, insurrection and the eventual 
dissolution of the Irish Parliament. Students analyse the rise and fall of the relatively 
moderate reform movement of the Volunteers, established in 1778, and the 
revolutionary republicanism of the United Irishmen, culminating in the 1798 
Rebellion and the unsuccessful rising led by Robert Emmet in 1803.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes source 
work, a source-based question on historical interpretations and an extended essay 
question. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2 
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted.  

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The rise and fall 
of the Volunteers 
1778–89 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

Grattan’s 
Parliament  
1782–1800 
 

 

 

 

 

The rise and fall 
of the United 
Irishmen 
1789–98 

 

 

 

 

 

The Catholic 
Question  
1778–98 

 

 

 

The 1798 
Rebellion 

 

 



CCEA GCE History from September 2016 

59 
Version 2:  Updated 16 April 2019 

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The Act of Union 
1798–1800 

 

 

 

Emmet’s 
Rebellion 1803 
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A2 2 Option 4: Partition of Ireland 1900–25 
In this option, students focus on how Ireland was partitioned in the early years of the 
twentieth century. Students analyse the key developments in unionism and 
nationalism in Ireland and the role of British governments and political parties in this 
period. There is a chronological approach, from the crisis over the Third Home Rule 
Bill for Ireland in the pre-war years to a study of the newly-partitioned state of 
Northern Ireland 1921–25. Students also focus on individuals in Ireland and Great 
Britain who played a key role in a period of immense change.  
 
Assessment for this option consists of a written examination that includes source 
work, a source-based question on historical interpretations and an extended essay 
question. For more details, see Section 6. 
 
The following Assessment Objectives are generic and set out the skills students 
develop in this unit using the content in the table below. 
 
AO1 
Demonstrate, organise and communicate knowledge and understanding to analyse 
and evaluate the key features related to the periods studied, making substantiated 
judgements and exploring concepts, as relevant, of cause, consequence, change, 
continuity, similarity, difference and significance. 
 
AO2 
Analyse and evaluate appropriate source material, primary and/or contemporary to 
the period, within its historical context. 
 
AO3 
Analyse and evaluate, in relation to the historical context, different ways in which 
aspects of the past have been interpreted.  

Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The crisis over the 
Third Home Rule 
Bill up to 
September 1914 
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Content 
 

Elaboration of Content 

The crisis over the 
Third Home Rule 
Bill up to 
September 1914 
(cont.) 

 

 

Political 
developments 
1914–18  

 

 

 

 

Political 
developments  
1919–23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



CCEA GCE History from September 2016 

62 
Version 2:  Updated 16 April 2019 

Content Elaboration of Content 
 

Political 
developments  
1919–23 (cont.) 

 

 

Northern Ireland 
1921–25 
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4 Scheme of Assessment 
4.1 Assessment opportunities 
Each unit is available for assessment in summer each year. It is possible to resit 
individual AS and A2 assessment units once and count the better result for each unit 
towards an AS or A level qualification. Candidates’ results for individual assessment 
units can count towards a qualification until we withdraw the specification. 
 
4.2 Assessment objectives 
There are three assessment objectives for this specification. Candidates must: 
 

 

 

 
4.3 Assessment objective weightings 
The table below sets out the assessment objective weightings for each assessment 
unit and the overall A level qualification: 

   Percentage Assessment Objective Weightings 

 AO1 AO2 AO3 AS A level 

AS 1   3.3 6.7 10.0 20 20 

AS 2 20.0   20 20 

A2 1 20.0    20 

A2 2 15.0 12.5 12.5  40 

Total 58.3 19.2 22.5 40 100 

 
4.4 Quality of written communication 
In AS and A level History, candidates must demonstrate their quality of written 
communication. They need to: 
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Quality of written communication is assessed in responses to short response 
questions and extended essay questions. 
 
4.5 Synoptic assessment at A2 
The A2 assessment units include some synoptic assessment, which encourages 
candidates to develop their understanding of the subject as a whole. In our GCE 
History, synoptic assessment involves: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
4.6 Higher order thinking skills 
The A2 assessment units provide opportunities to demonstrate higher order thinking 
skills by incorporating: 
 

 

 
4.7 Reporting and grading 
We report the results of individual assessment units on a uniform mark scale that 
reflects the assessment weighting of each unit. 
 
We award AS qualifications on a five grade scale from A to E, with A being the 
highest. We award A level qualifications on a six grade scale from A* to E, with  
A* being the highest. To determine candidates’ grades, we add the uniform marks 
obtained in individual assessment units. 
 
To be awarded an A*, candidates need to achieve a grade A on their full A level 
qualification and at least 90 percent of the maximum uniform marks available for the 
A2 units. If candidates fail to attain a grade E, we report their results as  
unclassified (U). 
 

The grades we award match the grade descriptions in Section 5 of this specification.  
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5 Grade Descriptions 
Grade descriptions are provided to give a general indication of the standards of 
achievement likely to have been shown by candidates awarded particular grades. 
The descriptions must be interpreted in relation to the content in the specification; 
they are not designed to define that content. The grade awarded depends in practice 
upon the extent to which the candidate has met the assessment objectives overall. 
Shortcomings in some aspects of candidates’ performance in the assessment may be 
balanced by better performances in others.  
 
AS Grade Descriptions 

Grade 
 

Description 

AS 

Grade A  
 

For AO1, candidates characteristically: 

 

 

 
 

 

 
For AO2, candidates characteristically: 

 

 
 
For AO3, candidates characteristically show an understanding of, 
and comment on how, in relation to the historical context, 
aspects of the past have been interpreted in different ways. 



CCEA GCE History from September 2016 

66 
Version 2:  Updated 16 April 2019 

Grade 
 

Description 

AS 

Grade E  
 

For AO1, candidates characteristically: 

 

 

 

 

 
For AO2, candidates characteristically: 

 

 
 

For AO3, candidates characteristically show some awareness of 
how aspects of the past have been interpreted in different ways. 

 
A2 Grade Descriptions 

Grade 
 

Description 

A2 

Grade A  
 

For AO1, candidates characteristically: 
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Grade 
 

Description 

 For AO2, candidates characteristically: 

 

 
 
For AO3, candidates characteristically analyse and evaluate, how, 
in relation to the historical context, aspects of the past have been 
interpreted in different ways. 

A2 

Grade E  
 

For AO1, candidates characteristically: 

 

 

 

 

 
For AO2, candidates characteristically: 

 

 

 

 
For AO3, candidates characteristically show awareness that 
aspects of the past have been interpreted in different ways and 
offer limited analysis and evaluation of these.  

 
  



CCEA GCE History from September 2016 

68 
Version 2:  Updated 16 April 2019 

6 Guidance on Assessment 
There are four external assessment units in this specification, two at AS level and 
two at A2: 

• Unit AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations;  
• Unit AS 2: Historical Conflict and Change; 
• Unit A2 1: Change Over Time; and 
• Unit A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations.  
 
The external assessment focuses on candidates’ knowledge, understanding and 
analysis of the content of each unit.  
 
6.1 Unit AS 1: Historical Investigations and Interpretations 
This unit is assessed in a 1 hour 30 minute examination. Candidates answer  
two questions.  
• Question 1 is a short response question and candidates answer one question from 

a choice of two.  
• Question 1 assesses AO1.  
 

 

– in part (b), candidates assess how convincing they find two contrasting 
 historical interpretations of a particular issue or event.  

• Question 2(a) assesses AO2.  
• Question 2(b) assesses AO3. 
 
6.2 Unit AS 2: Historical Conflict and Change 
This unit is assessed in a 1 hour 30 minute examination. Candidates answer two 
questions from a choice of three.  
 

– part (i) is a short response question; and  
– part (ii) is an extended essay.  

 
 

6.3 Unit A2 1: Change Over Time 
This unit is assessed in a 1 hour 15 minute examination. Candidates answer a 
synoptic essay question covering a period of approximately 100 years. They answer 
one question from a choice of two. p 
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6.4 Unit A2 2: Historical Investigations and Interpretations 
This unit is assessed in a 2 hour 30 minute examination. Candidates answer  
three questions.  
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7 Links and Support 
7.1 Support 
The following resources are available to support this specification: 

 
 

 
We also intend to provide: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
7.2 Curriculum objectives 
This specification supports centres to build on the broader Northern Ireland 
Curriculum objectives to develop the young person: 

• as an individual; 
• as a contributor to society; and 
• as a contributor to the economy and environment. 
 
It can contribute to meeting the requirements of the Northern Ireland Entitlement 
Framework at post-16 and the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum.  
 
Curriculum Progression from Key Stage 4 
This specification builds on learning from Key Stage 4 and gives students 
opportunities to develop their subject knowledge and understanding further.  
 
Students will also have opportunities to continue to develop the Cross-Curricular 
Skills and the Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities shown below. The extent of 
this development depends on the teaching and learning methodology the  
teacher uses. 
 
Cross-Curricular Skills  
 Communication: 

– Talking and Listening 
– Reading 
– Writing 

• Using Mathematics  
• Using ICT 

http://www.ccea.org.uk/
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Thinking Skills and Personal Capabilities  
• Problem Solving  
• Working with Others  
• Self-Management 
 
7.3 Examination entries 
Entry codes for this subject and details on how to make entries are available on our 
Qualifications Administration Handbook microsite, which you can access at 
www.ccea.org.uk 
 
Alternatively, you can telephone our Examination Entries, Results and Certification 
team using the contact details provided. 
 
7.4 Equality and inclusion 
We have considered the requirements of equality legislation in developing this 
specification and designed it to be as free as possible from ethnic, gender, religious, 
political and other forms of bias. 
 
GCE qualifications often require the assessment of a broad range of competences. 
This is because they are general qualifications that prepare students for a wide range 
of occupations and higher level courses. 
 
During the development process, an external equality panel reviewed the 
specification to identify any potential barriers to equality and inclusion. Where 
appropriate, we have considered measures to support access and mitigate barriers. 
 
We can make reasonable adjustments for students with disabilities to reduce 
barriers to accessing assessments. For this reason, very few students will have a 
complete barrier to any part of the assessment. 
 
It is important to note that where access arrangements are permitted, they must not 
be used in any way that undermines the integrity of the assessment. You can find 
information on reasonable adjustments in the Joint Council for Qualifications 
document Access Arrangements and Reasonable Adjustments: General and 
Vocational Qualifications, available at www.jcq.org.uk 
 
  

http://www.jcq.org.uk/
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7.5 Contact details 
If you have any queries about this specification, please contact the relevant CCEA 
staff member or department: 

• Specification Support Officer: Arlene Ashfield  
(telephone: (028) 9026 1200, extension 2291, email: aashfield@ccea.org.uk) 

 
• Subject Officer: Helen Parks (telephone: (028) 9026 1200, extension 2906, email: 

hparks@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Examination Entries, Results and Certification 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1262, email: entriesandresults@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Examiner Recruitment 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1243, email: appointments@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Distribution 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1242, email: cceadistribution@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Support Events Administration 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1401, email: events@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Information Section (including Freedom of Information requests) 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1200, email: info@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Moderation 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1200, extension 2236, email: moderationteam@ccea.org.uk) 
 
• Business Assurance (Complaints and Appeals) 

(telephone: (028) 9026 1244, email: complaints@ccea.org.uk or 
appealsmanager@ccea.org.uk). 

 
 
  

mailto:complaints@ccea.org.uk
mailto:appealsmanager@ccea.org.uk
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Summary of Changes since First Issue 
 
(Most recent changes are indicated in red on the latest version) 
 
Revision History  
Number 

Date of Change Page Number Change Made 

Version 1 N/A N/A   First issue 
Version 2 4 January 2019 6 Additional time added to 

External written 
examination. 

Version 2 4 January 2019 56 Additional text added re 
‘The results of the 
conflict in Ireland 
1691– 1714′. 

Version 2 4 January 2019 68 Additional time added to 
examination in Section 
6.3. 

Version 2 4 January 2019 72 
 

Subject Officer contact 
details updated. 
Business Assurance 
contact details updated. 
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